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In July 1986 after 34 years at Yale, Gilbert H. Glaser stepped down as Chairman of
Neurology, the department which he established. This issue of The Yale Journal of
Biology and Medicine is in celebration of his contributions to Yale and to medical
science.
Gil was born in New York City and raised in New Jersey. In fact, he was raised as
much by exalted intellectual currents as by his parents, as he left home for Columbia
University at the tender age of 15 and graduated from Columbia Physicians and
Surgeons when he was only 23. He was blessed with an incredible memory and reads,
remembers, and synthesizes even complicated scientific literature at an astounding
rate. This capacity, his interest in neurological science, and his voracious appetite for
learning have led him to become a walking encyclopedia of basic and clinical
information in neurology. There is not a subject in the broad field of neurology which
he cannot discuss intelligently, providing references to seminal works in the field and
often personal anecdotes concerning the work. His own published contributions are
voluminous, comprising more than 200 articles, and many abstracts and chapters.
There is virtually not a subject in neurology about which he has not written and, in
many areas, his studies have been classics. In this category are his articles on
spasmodic torticollis, the use of ACTH in multiple sclerosis, his description of the
major neurologic complications ofcortisone therapy, including electrolyte alterations,
psychosis and epilepsy, his comprehensive description ofthe manifestations ofpsycho-
motor seizures in childhood, and the neurological manifestationsofmedical conditions,
especially collagen diseases, thyroid disease, and hepatic and renal failure. He was
among the first to describe the development of inappropriate ADH secretion in
patients with cerebral lesions. He has written classical articles on the management of
cerebrovascular disease, spasticity, and the cerebellar control ofmovement.
He has always been fascinated by the interface between neurology and psychiatry
and has, since his earliest days, written and edited important publications in this area,
including the effects of topectomy, interictal psychosis, behavioral disorders and the
EEG, the syndrome of minimal brain damage, violence, and neuropsychological
aspects ofepilepsy. It has not been widely known that Gil is actually board-certified in
psychiatry as well as neurology (one ofhis darkest secrets).
He has written extensively on the physiology of dystrophic muscle, myasthenia
gravis, and contributed extensively to the literature oftheelectroencephalogram, using
it both as a tool for the investigation ofdisorders ofthe brain and mind and also as the
subject ofhis investigation. Heestablished and directed EEG laboratories at Columbia
and Yale and even at Brooke Army Medical Center in Texas, where he was stationed
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during the Second World War, and he is world-renowned as a leading expert in the use
and interpretation of the EEG.
Ofall his professional accomplishments, however, there are two which stand out: his
contribution to the understanding of the causes of and treatment of epilepsy and his
success in developing a program ofproductive academic endeavors at Yale in which his
residents and staff have participated. Gil, through his research 20 years ago, was the
first to point out the importance of the concentration of extracellular potassium and
calcium, and mechanisms controlling these, in the origin and spread of epileptic
discharges. He contributed to studies concerning the mechanism of action of phenytoin
and the role ofgangliosides in cerebral excitability, and the mechanisms underlying the
"kindling" phenomenon. For more than 20 years he has been the principal investigator
ofa program project grant in epilepsy from the National Institutes of Health, which he
originated and has successfully guided through troubled waters, budgetary straits, and
the tidal ebb and flow of support that emanated from the office of the five deans with
whom he has worked.
This grant and other sources of support that he found have been used most
constructively in the development of academic careers. If the quality of a teacher can
be judged by the quality of his students, Gil has every reason to be proud. Since he
came to Yale there have been 120 residency graduates, eight ofwhom are or have been
chairmen of departments, 24 of whom are full professors, and 60 percent remain in
academic medicine.
Gil has been president of the American Academy of Neurology (1973-75), the
American Epilepsy Society (1963), the Eastern Association of Electroencephalogra-
phers (1958), and the Connecticut Neurological Society (1968-70), Vice President of
the American Neurological Association (1977-78), Chairman of the Medical
Advisory Boards of the Myasthenia Gravis Foundation (1964-65), and the Multiple
Sclerosis Society (1973), and has been the editor of Epilepsia (1958-1976), the
regional editor ofthe Journal ofthe Neurological Sciences, and on the editorial boards
of the Archives ofNeurology, Annals of Neurology, Journal ofNervous and Mental
Disease, and Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology.
Internationally, Gil's scientific eminence has been recognized by election to many
academic societies. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine, a member of the
British EEG Society, and honorary member ofthe Association of British Neurologists,
the Medical Association and Academy of Croatia, the Association of Electroencepha-
logy and Clinical Neurophysiology of Yugoslavia, the Atheneum (London), and the
Oxford Medical Society. He served on the WHO Committee on Epilepsy (1960-70)
and was a delegate of the American Academy of Neurology and the American
Neurological Association to the World Federation of Neurology and Congress of
Neurology (1977-81).
This partial list of Gil's accomplishments omits a large portion of the essence of the
man. A confirmed Anglophile, he often returns to his other home in Oxford, England,
and visits the English countryside with pleasure. He is a world traveler with friends
from Europe to China. Most ofall he is a devoted family man and friend. His marriage
to Morfydd (pronounced "Morvith") has been filled with warmth and devotion, and
their two children, Gareth, a successful lawyer, and Sara, an accomplished musician,
reflect the catholic interests of their father and mother.
I have known Gil very well. We have been associated for more than 25 years. He has
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been a warm, kind friend to me and to many others. He has always been fair-critical
in judgment but never holding a grudge. He has stimulated our careers, protected us,
and helped us. We in the Department of Neurology have been and continue to be his
devoted students and admirers. We wish him happiness in the years to come and all the
blessings oflong life, the greatest ofwhich is good health.